Calendar Activities

Teacher:  Monica Hilgemann, second grade teacher in Eureka

Summary:   Overview and Background:  Students will learn about all aspects of the “calendar”.  Throughout the year the job of the “Calendar”  student is to work at the bulletin board.  That student puts up the number date on the calendar.  They then do the “Today, Tomorrow, Yesterday” bear.  After that they put the number of the school day and tally what that number is. We also have a weather chart and they color in the appropriate weather condition:  sunny, overcast, snowy, raining, the seasons etc.  As a class, 2 days a week we then go to the back of the room and discuss the calendar.   

Grade Level: 2                                         Timeframe: the whole school year 

Subject:  calendar  (key words are:  days of the week and months of the year)                                             

Topic Areas:  Math, Social Studies, Science, and Language Arts.

Calendar: 8/26/02-5/19/03

My Peer Reviewer- Marie Hirning, Eureka’s first grade teacher.
Internet Resource Links:  http://www.abcteach.com
                                            http://www.primarygames.com
State: South Dakota

Stage 1:  Identify Desired Results

The link to SD Content Standards is http://www.state.sd.us/deca/dacs/ContentStandards/.

Social Studies-Goal 1-History    Students will understand the emergence and development of civilizations and cultures over time and place.

Indicator 1: Analyze the chronology of various historical eras to determine connections and cause/effect relationships.

Benchmarks:  

a. explore significant characteristics of past and present time periods

b. recognize there is chronological order and sequence in history

c. explore various cause and effect relationships

Standard:  Students will recognize the contributions of ancient Egyptian and Chinese civilizations which have impacted present day life including communication, architectural monuments, calendar system, number system, and laws.

Math-Goal 1-Algebra   Students will use the language of algebra to explore, describe, represent, and analyze number expressions and relations that represent variable quantities.

Indicator 3:  Analyze and describe situations that involve one or more variables.

Benchmarks:  

a. identify the variables in open sentences

b. explore various representations of a given number

c. describe processes used to find answers to open sentences

Standard:  Students will 1)use informal methods to solve everyday problems requiring open sentences with one unknown 2) use properties of addition and subtraction to devise algorithms or check results

Math-Goal 4-Number Sense   Students will develop and use number sense to investigate the characteristics of numbers in a variety of forms and modes of operation.

Indicator 1:  Analyze the structural characteristics of the real number system and its various subsystems.

Benchmarks:  

a. explore the structure and applications of the rational number system

b. use physical materials to understand the rational number system

c. explore connections of the whole number system to the rational number system

Standard:  Students will 1) count by number groups to 1000 or higher, eg. 3s, 4s, 5, 10s, 20s. 3)identify ordinal positions using ordered sets of objects, and 4)explain concept of even and odd numbers.

Math-Goal 4-Number Sense   Students will develop and use number sense to investigate the characteristics of numbers in a variety of forms and modes of operation.

Indicator 3:  Develop conjectures, predictions, or estimations to solve problems and verify or justify the results.

Benchmarks:

a. explore properties of the whole number system

b. explore various problem-solving rules

c. estimate and/or predict results of various calculations

Standard:  Students will 3) solve story problems involving multi-step operations, 4) explain the strategies used to arrive at a solution to a problem.

Science-Goal 4-Earth/Space Science   Students will analyze the composition, formative processes, and history of the universe, solar system and Earth.

Indicator 1:  Analyze the various structures and processes of the Earth system

Benchmarks:

a. identify properties of Earth

b. identify changes that occur on Earth

Standard:  Students will 2)describe the uses and importance of measuring and recording weather data.

Language Arts-Goal 2-Writing    Students will write effectively for different audiences and specific purposes.

Indicator 3:  Students will use various strategies and techniques to improve writing quality.

Benchmarks:  

a. explore the characteristics of various literary works to model effective writing

b. use suggestions from others to improve writing

c. write on a routine basis to improve personal work

Standard:  Students will 1)use descriptive detail and a variety of sentence types, 3) write stories/narratives based on personal experiences or familiar persons, places, or objects.

Understandings:

The students will:-understand basic calendar understanding    -understand how to use and be able to count  tally marks     -be able to comprehend and explain our weather chart   -understand story problems and to be able to write out the answer to the question. 

Essential Questions:

-What would our life be like without calendars?    -What was life like in 1902, 100 years ago?    -What does “Yesterday” mean?    -What does “Tomorrow” mean?     -How many more days of school until we get to the 100th day?      -What will the fourth Sunday be?    -The 26th will be on what day of the week?    -What does our calendar reveal about our culture? –We have no holiday in August, what could a new holiday be for that month?   

-What would happen if we had 13 months in one year?

Knowledge and Skills:

Students will now know:  -the date,  -the date with numbers (ex: 03-11-02), -the 7 days of the week, -the 12 months of the year, -identifying certain dates/days, -comprehend “today”, “tomorrow”, “yesterday”, -odd and even numbers, -do the weather chart, -tally the number of school days, -celebrate the 100th day of school, -know the “knuckle” presentation, and –read story problems pertaining to the calendar and be able to write out the answers, and to be able to orally explain what they did,  –create the Christmas present calendar, -creative writing answering the essential questions

Stage 2: Determine Acceptable Evidence

Performance Task(s) and Rubric(s)

Performance Task:  The students will be making a  12 month calendar (for the next year) as a gift for their parents.  They will have ahead of time a list of birthdays, anniversaries, special dates  that they will enter into the calendar pages that are on the computer.  After those have been entered, they will go and “personalize” the picture at the top of the calendar.  For example, if their birthday is in Jan., they can scan a picture of themselves onto the top of the calendar where the picture goes.

Rubric:  I have a detailed rubric of what the students need to have incorporated into their personalized calendar.  They will get graded on that rubric.

Performance Task:  I will start out the school year (the unit) with my Power Point Presentation of  “Calendar Fun.” It is a ‘9 slide’ show of the different aspects of the calendar.

Performance Task:  The children will have a copy of a story problem concerning the calendar, such as “If Sally works 3 hours on Monday, Tuesday and Saturday at his Grandma’s house by raking leaves and cleaning the garage, and she gets paid $3 an hour, how much money will she make in those 3 days?”  They will figure it out on paper and then write how they figured it out and will orally tell me how they got the answer.

Rubrics:  I will have a rubric on spelling, capitalization and punctuation, pictures, content and creativity for the projects of “What holiday could be in August” and “If we could have a 13th month, what would it be?”

Other assessment evidence to be collected:

Selected Response/Short-answer test/quiz:  I have worksheets on the days of the week and the months of the year and of the vocabulary,  checklists of the calendar gift for their parents and one of when they have memorized a few things, wordsearches of different calendar items, daily teacher observations as they work on the calendar bulletin board, the story problems,  rubrics for helping assess their work, and quizzes. 

Stage 3:  Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction

Remember “WHERE”

Where is the unit going?

Hook the student

Equip the student, explore the subject

Rethink and revise opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Evaluate performance and progress

Learning Activities:

Everyday the “calendar” person’s job is to do the appropriate work at the bulletin board.  Twice a week, at the beginning of the school day, we go to the back of the room to the bulletin board.  I ask them a lot of questions pertaining to the calendar.  We then talk about how many school days we have had, the “Today, Tomorrow, Yesterday” bears, the weather calendar, and the tally marks.   A lot of things from different subjects have been incorporated into this simple lesson.  We even incorporate making charts into this because we chart who has birthdays in the months so we can see which month has the most birthdays etc.  We discuss the seasons with this also. But, I want the 2nd graders to have memorized the 12 months etc. and to understand the calendar.  We get into some more difficult questions about the calendar where they have to think a little more and have to figure out the answer. As stated earlier, they will have story problem that they will answer.  I won’t be able to start this out at the beginning of the year but will include it when I feel the kids are ready for it. We will do creative writings on a couple of questions about the calendar. I then have some fun seat work things for them to do like word searches, abbreviations of the days and months, putting them all in order, putting them in ABC order etc.  We have incorporated all the vocabulary into this lesson by orally discussing them every time we do the group calendar activities.  Of course the big project is the technology activity  that the students make for their parent’s Christmas gift.  This project will be started in December and worked on until it is finished and ready to take home before Christmas vacation. I will have a rubric to help with the assessment of this project.

